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A word from the Seoul Tourism Organization!

<Enjoy Seoul’s Traditional Markets Through the Seoul City Tour Bus!>

If you’ve been in Seoul for any amount of time, you may have seen the Seoul City Tour Bus 
running all around downtown Seoul!
The Seoul City Tour Bus continuously runs along several different routes, providing both city 
residents and tourists with an easy way to get around town. 
One of the bus’s tour route passes through nine of the city’s large traditional markets! The 
Seoul City Tour Bus Traditional Culture Course gives you an in-depth look at Seoul’s present 
and and past and the lives of its residents with stops throughout downtown Seoul and at the 
city’s palaces and large traditional markets. 
Purchase a one-day Seoul City Tour Bus pass to hop on and off the bus at any bus stop along 
the route as many times as you want throughout the day. For the modest price of KRW 20,000, 
the tour bus is one of the best ways to explore some of Seoul’s best hotspots!

<User Guide to Traditional Culture Course>

- Address: Ticket booth in front of Exit 1 of Dongdaemun History & Culture Park Station (DDP) 
- Fare: Traditional Culture Course ‒ KRW 20,000 per person (*Refer to the website for the fares 
   of other courses)
- Frequency: Bus runs every 40 minutes on weekdays and every 25 minutes on weekends 
   (*Refer to the website for detailed timetable)
- Contact: 1544-4239

*Bringing *Bringing cash is recommended when visiting any of the markets mentioned above!

Dongmyo Flea Market is where G-Dragon filmed his “Crooked” music video for the MBC TV 
show Infinite Challenge and is a must-visit stop if you love all things vintage!
The market, opened in the late 1980s, has significantly diminished in scale over the years, 
but it still remains famous for its array of truly unique items. From clothing, shoes, and wallets 
to watches, electronics, old books, and movie posters, there’s something for everyone. Of all 
the types of products, the most popular is undoubtedly second-hand clothing.
In the In the past, the market was frequented by people on a budget, such as seniors and blue-collar 
workers. However, with the nation’s renewed love of the vintage look, the market now 
attracts plenty of young people and overseas visitors. 
There are no fixed zones or regulations here, so the operating hours vary by store. For the 
most authentic market experience, we recommend visiting on a weekend afternoon when 
around 250 street vendors set up their stalls throughout the market. 
If you’re riding the vintage wave, embark on treasure hunt at Dongmyo Flea Market to 
disdiscover your own next hottest item! 

- Address: 4, Jong-ro 58-gil, Jongno-gu, Seoul

- Public Transportation: 5-minute walk from Exit 3 of Dongmyo Station (Subway lines 1 and 6)

- Hours: 

- Mondays‒Saturdays: 10:00‒17:00 (Varies by store)

- Sundays: 11:00‒17:00 (Varies by store)

- Contact: 02-2148-3145
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Dongmyo Flea Market

Did you know that there is a place in Seoul where you can buy stationary and toys at prices 
that are cheaper than online? 
Established in the 1960s, Changsin-dong Stationary and Toy Market is home to over 120 
different stores, making it the largest specialized stationary and toy market in all of Korea.
At the market, you’ll find sports equipment, art supplies, and party supplies, all at lower than 
their retail prices. In addition to local products, you’ll also find imported goods and nostalgic 
sstationary and toys that are hard to find anywhere else.
Don’t be fooled by its name—the market isn’t just a great place for children. It offers a wide 
range of popular character goods loved by adults such as Pokémon, Disney, and Super Mario. 
It is truly a paradise for anyone who is “young at heart.”
Don’t miss this fantastic opportunity to buy your favorite character goods at the lowest prices 
around!

- Address: 390-29, Changsin-dong, Jongno-gu, Seoul

- Public transportation

- 5-minute walk from Exit 4 of Dongdaemun Station (Subway line 1)

- 5-minute walk from Exit 6 of Dongmyo Station (Subway lines 1 and 6)

- Hours: 8:00‒19:00

- Contact: 02-743-7424
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Changsin-dong Stationary
and Toy Market

Gyeongdong Market is one of the latest and hottest spots among all of Seoul’s traditional 
markets! Opened in 1960, the market is Seoul’s largest traditional market in terms of total area 
and is famous for its wide variety of foods and medicinal herbs. 
The market, the largest of its kind nationwide, is particularly well known for its many stores 
specializing in medicinal herbs, earning the market its nickname as “Seoul’s Medicine City.”

In December 2022, Gyeongdong Theater, located in the main building of Gyeongdong Market, 
undeunderwent a transformation and reopened as Starbucks Gyeongdong 1960. The new coffee 
shop now bustles with young tourists and visitors who seek out the city’s most popular hotspots.

Located a short 5-minute walk from the market is a large hanok building. This is the Seoul 
K-Medi Center, where you can relax and relieve all your travel pains and fatigue. Various 
programs are available at the center that are designed to rejuvenate your mind and body, 
including the Herb Medicine Museum, herbal foot baths, and oriental medicine sessions. 
Most notably, the herbal foot bath, first offered in March, will only be available until November, 
so so we highly recommend that you take up on this opportunity before it’s too late!

- Address: 3, Gosanja-ro 36-gil, Dongdaemun-gu, Seoul

- Public Transportation: 5-minute walk from Exit 2 of Jegi-dong Station

- Hours 

- Weekdays: 8:30‒18:00

- Weekends: 8:30‒18:00 (Some stores open on Sundays and holidays)

- Contact: 02-967-8721

User Guide to Gyeongdong Market

- Address: 26, Yangnyeongjungang-ro, Dongdaemun-gu, Seoul

User Guide to Seoul K-Medi Center

Gyeongdong Market

Unique MarketsUnique Markets

Korea is a peninsula surrounded by the ocean on three sides! All the different marine products 
that are gathered and caught all along the country’s coastlines are gathered together in one 
spot—at the Noryangjin Wholesale Fisheries Market. 
At the market, vendors sell approximately 370 types of marine products, including live fish, 
frozen fish, shellfish, and dried seafood.
As Korea’s first fish market and one of the largest fish markets in the world, Noryangjin Market 
aattracts endless streams of Seoul residents and international tourists. 
Visit the market to see the fresh catches of the day and indulge in a plate of delicious, fresh fish, 
all while enjoying the view of Yeouido’s 63 Building and the Han River! 

- Address: 674, Nodeul-ro, Dongjak-gu, Seoul

- Public Transportation

- Exit 9 of Noryangjin Station (Subway line 1)

- Exit 7 of Noryangjin Station (Subway line 9)

- Hours: Open year-round

- Contact: 02-2254-8000~1
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Noryangjin Wholesale 
Fisheries Market

Do you love antiques? If your answer is a resounding “yes!” then be sure to visit the Seoul Folk 
Flea Market, a place that specializes in “old treasures.”
At the market, you can purchase a wide range of items, including antiques, unique artifacts, 
everyday essentials, bags, vintage clothing, and more. Offering a huge selection of one-of-a-kind 
antiques all together in one place, the market promises an intriguing experience for all antique 
aficionados.
Officially Officially recognized as a Seoul Future Heritage site, the market is also known as “Dokkaebi 
Market” (Goblin Market). There are two theories as to how the market got its dubious nickname. 
According to one theory, even though the market is always bustling with activity during the day, 
at night, all the people quickly disappear like water rushing out to seas. According to the other 
theory, it is the market’s association with old and weathered items, similar to the belongings of 
goblins, that earned it its nickname.
Scattered among the stores, you’ll find an array of old books and used cameras, as well as a 
myriad myriad of other treasures. Since the market sells second-hand goods, vendors are used to their 
customers haggling for better prices, giving visitors the enjoyable experience of shopping in a 
true market setting. 
Although there isn’t an official guidebook for the Seoul Folk Flea Market, the market is 
thoughtfully arranged with indoor guide maps and signage, making it convenient for visitors to 
navigate and explore.

- Address: 21, Cheonho-daero 4-gil, Dongdaemun-gu, Seoul

- Directions: 5-minute walk from Sinseol-dong Station (Subway lines 1 and 2)

- Parking: Seoul Folk Flea Market Public Parking Lot (charges apply)

- Hours: 10:00‒19:00 (restaurants open until 22:00) / Closed on Tuesdays

- Tip: Although Tuesday is the market’s official off day, about half of the shops also close on 

   Mondays. Since this is an indoor market, it’s a great place to visit rain or shine.
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Seoul Folk Flea Market

Did you know there is a market in Seoul where you can indulge in tasty foods using ancient currency 
that was used 1,000 years ago? This market is the Tongin Market!
The Yeopjeon Lunchbox Experience, which was started in 2012, has become a popular activity 
among tourists to Tongin Market and allows visitors to experience a variety of foods at an affordable 
price. To participate, simply visit the customer center on the second floor of the market to purchase 
yeopjeon (ancient coins).
TTake the lunchbox container that comes with your yeopjeon purchase to any of the participating 
lunchbox cafes, and use your coins to buy whatever food strikes your fancy. You can also purchase 
Tongin Market’s most famous dish—gireum tteokbokki (stir-fried rice cakes)—using your yeopjeon. 
Be sure to try out the Yeopjeon Lunchbox experience to sample a great selection of the market’s 
delectable dishes!

*User Guide to Lunchbox Cafes
- Yeopjeon can be purchased in bundles of one package (10 nyang) at KRW 500  per yeopjeon.
- Ri- Rice and soup can be purchased for 2 nyang, and can be eaten on the 2nd and 3rd floors of the 
   customer center.
- Hours: Weekdays 11:00‒16:00 (Last yeopjeon sale at 15:00) / Weekends: 11:00‒17:00 (Last yeopjeon 
   sale at 16:00)
   Closed every Monday and the third Sunday of every month
*Seoul Tourism Organization (STO) provides a subsidy of KRW 10,000 per person to overseas travel 
   agencies for the use of Yeopjeon Lunchboxes at Tongin Market. Don’t miss out and apply!

- Address: 10-3, Tongin-dong, Jongno-gu, Seoul
- Directions: 5-minute walk from Exit 2 of Gyeongbokgung Station (Government Complex-Seoul) 
   (Subway Line 3)
- Hours: 7:00‒21:00 (Varies by store)
- Tip: Also located in the same area are Gyeongbokgung Palace, a major palace of the Joseon 
   Dynasty, and the Seochon neighborhood, an area full of alleyways and old-world charm that is 
      particularly popular among the younger generations.
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Tongin Market

“If you can’t find it at Namdaemum Market, you won’t find it anywhere in Seoul!”
Namdaemum Market is a comprehensive traditional market located on the east side of the 
city near Sungnyemun Gate (Namdaemun). Along with Dongdaemun Market, it is one of 
Seoul’s two major markets. Packed with over 10,000 stores varying in size, the market offers 
more than 1,700 different types of products. The market is particularly famous for its wide 
variety of children’s clothing and eyewear.
SinSince over 10,000 overseas tourists visit the market every day, there is a tourist information 
center and guides stationed throughout the area so that visitors can get around without 
getting lost.
Have you heard about the famous Galchi-jorim Alley in Namdaemun? The moment you enter 
this hidden alleyway deep within the market, you will be met with a wave of delicious smells.
Stop by one of the restaurants for a hearty meal of galchi-jorim (braised cutlassfish), and then 
buy some dessert from any of the area’s fruit vendors!

- Address: 21, Namdaemunsijang 4-gil, Jung-gu, Seoul

- Directions: 5-minute walk from Hoehyeon (Namdaemun Market) Station (Line 4)

- Hours: Hours vary by shopping mall; please refer to the website

- Tip: Brochures in different languages are available at the information booth located at the 

   center of Namdaemun Market. The market is conveniently located next to Myeong-dong, Lotte 

   Department Main Store, and Shinsegae Department Main Store.
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Namdaemum Market

Seoul’s Traditional MarketsSeoul’s Traditional Markets

Do you know where the first permanent market in Korea is? Korea’s first permanent market is 
none other than Gwangjang Market, a major market in Seoul with over 100 years of history. 
Located in Jongno 4-ga, Yiji-dong, this market has been one of the top three markets in Korea 
since the late Joseon Dynasty.
The most famous items at Gwangjang Market are yukhoe (Korean-style beef tartare), 
bindaetteok (mung bean pancakes), and the iconic mayak gimbap (addictive gimbap) that 
originoriginated at this very market. On the second floor—at the Gujae Sanga (a vintage shopping 
mall)—you can find various shops selling unique vintage clothing. 
Recently, many shops targeting young people have been opening up all throughout the 
market. Gwangjang Market was once home to the pop-up store the “Jeju Beer Bar,” offering 
beers from Jeju Island, and is now home to the “Onion,” a coffee shop that is quickly gaining 
in popularity, not only for its delicious brews but also for its vintage decorations that 
complement the overall vibe of the market. 
Also neAlso nestled within the market is the hip supermarket “365 Days,” which sells a variety of 
ingredients and local brand products such as kongbugak (crispy seaweed snacks), bindaetteok 
churros, and “Gwangjang 1905” beer. While wandering the market, stay on the lookout for 
unique goods, such as mother-of-pearl wine openers made by Gwangjang artisans and 
disposable cameras decorated with drawings of gimbap!

- Address: 88, Changgyeonggung-ro, Jongno-gu, Seoul
- Directions: Exit 8 of Jongno 5-ga Station (Subway line 1) / Or 100 meters from Exit 4 of Euljiro 
   4-ga Station (Subway lines 2 and 5)
- Contact: 02-2267-0291
- Hours: 9:00‒18:00 / Closed on Sundays
   Food Alley is open year round from 9:00 to 11:00
   Gujae San   Gujae Sanga is open from 10:00 to 19:00 / Closed on Sundays (Open on public holidays)
- Tip: After visiting Gyeongbokgung Palace and exploring the Jongno area, walk along the scenic 
   Cheonggyecheon Stream to Gwangjang Market.
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Gwangjang Market

The Mecca of Newtro, Seoul’s Traditional Markets!
Traditional markets are emerging as the mecca of “newtro” ‒ a combination of the words 
“new” and “retro.” Riding the waves of the retro culture that is now trending in Korea, 
Seoul’s traditional markets are rising as cultural hotspots. Traditional markets are not 
just places for buying and selling goods, but are spaces that are intimately connected to 
everyday life. When you visit a market, you’ll not only encounter fresh ingredients, 
clclothing, household items, and a wide range of Korean soul foods and other products, 
but you’ll also get an intimate look into the lives of Seoul residents. A trip to one of the 
city’s traditional markets will surely make for a colorful and lively experience.
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