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Please note that Seoul Newsletter will take a short break in January and February 2024. 
See you again in March!

A word from the Seoul Tourism Organization! 

2. The Seoul Tourism Organization at the FITUR in Spain

Want to connect with Seoul Tourism Organization next year? Let's meet up at FITUR (Feria 
Internacional de Turisomo)!
If you have plans to attend the FITUR, taking place from January 24 to 28 in Spain, be sure to 
stop by and see us at the Seoul Promotion Booth!

1. Seoul Lantern Festival and Gwanghwamun Square Market

The Seoul Lantern Festival, which began in 
2009, lights up the city center each year in 
winter and has become a major nighttime 
tourism attraction in Seoul. 
Meanwhile the Gwanghwamun Square Market, 
intintroduced last year as part of the festival, has 
become a major flea market for small 
businesses.
The 2023-2024 Seoul Lantern Festival and 
Gwanghwamun Square Market are scheduled 
to take place from December 15 (Fri), 2023 to 
January 21 (Sun), 2024. The lantern exhibits 
will will extend from Gwanghwamun Square to 
Seoul City Hall, covering twice of the space 
compared to the previous year.
Free experiential programs such as Christmas 
wreath making and picture taking at photo 
booths are also a part of the event. Celebrate 
the upcoming “Year of the Dragon” by taking 
some some extra special photos featuring dragon 
lanterns!

Seoul Festa 2024
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Also slated for 2024 is the Seoul Festa, a festival that 
allows you to experience the charms of Seoul, bathed 
in the warm spring sunlight, using each of your five 
senses.
As a flagship cultural tourism festival, Seoul Festa 
offers a range of programs that bring you right into the 
heart of the trendy lifestyle unique to Seoul, including heart of the trendy lifestyle unique to Seoul, including 
Hallyu, performances, shopping, and the city’s culinary 
delights.
Don't miss out on Seoul Festa 2024 and its opening K-Pop concert!

- Dates: May 1 (Wed)‒6 (Mon), 2024, 6 days
- Locations: Seoul Square, Gwanghwamun Square, Hangang Park, etc.
- Content: K-Pop concerts, Seoul tourism promotion and experience zones, and related events
* Event dates and contents are subject to change* Event dates and contents are subject to change
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2024 Seoul International Travel Mart

Korea’s largest B2B travel mart, Seoul International 
Travel Mart (SITM), will also hold the event in 2024.
To commemorate the event’s 10th anniversary, 
organizers plan to invite representatives of the 
tourism industry from across the country, including 
Seoul, which will provide plenty of opportunities for 
national and international guests from the tourism national and international guests from the tourism 
industry to interact and network. 
Don't miss out on 2024 Seoul International Travel Mart as it returns next year bigger and 
better than ever!

- Dates: Late May or early June 2024
- Content: Travel mart, opening ceremony, buyer fam tour, welcome dinner, 
   promotional booths, etc.
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Seoul Gwaja
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The Seoul Tourism Organization, in collaboration with the CU convenience store chain, 
launched the Seoul Gwaja, a snack gift box created especially for overseas tourists.
Seoul Gwaja is a travelbag-themed snack box bearing the new Seoul brand “Seoul, My 
Soul” filled with traditional Korean sweets, yakgwa, and a nostalgic snack called 
gangjeong.
Seoul Gwaja is the perfect souvenir for your friends back home!

- Where to buy: 58 CU convenience stores at major tourist destinations such as airports, - Where to buy: 58 CU convenience stores at major tourist destinations such as airports, 
   Myeongdong, Itaewon, Hongdae, etc. 
- Price: KRW 17,000

Seoul Public Hanok Lounges
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- Address: 103-7, Gyedong-gil, Jongno-gu, Seoul
- Directions: 9-minute walk from Exit 3 of Anguk Station (Hyundai E&C, Line 3)
- Hours: Tuesdays‒Sundays, 10:00‒17:00 (※ Closed on Mondays)

<Seoul Public Hanok Lounge ‒ Bukchon Lounge>

- Address: 27-4, Piundaero, Jongno-gu, Seoul
- Directions: Exit 2 of Gyeongbokgung Station (Subway Line 3)
- Hours: Wednesdays‒Sundays, 11:00‒19:00 (※ Closed on Mondays and Tuesdays)

<Seoul Public Hanok Lounge ‒ Seochon Lounge>

On November 8, Seoul Public Hanok Lounges opened in 
Seochon and Bukchon, neighborhoods in Seoul where 
hanoks (traditional Korean houses) are located.
The Bukchon Lounge provides information about local 
attractions and experiential programs capturing the daily 
life and culture of Bukchon Village. The Seochon Lounge 
operates the K-Living exhibition and a hanok bookstore.operates the K-Living exhibition and a hanok bookstore.
At the Bukchon Lounge, visitors can learn more about 
nearby attractions in Bukchon and hanoks that are open 
to the public. Tourists staying in the area can receive 
assistance with check-in and check-out and enjoy services 
such as temporary luggage storage.
The Bukchon Lounge runs different experience programs, including a tea ceremony (Fridays, 
Saturdays, and Sundays) and Korean language classes (twice a month, every other Friday). Saturdays, and Sundays) and Korean language classes (twice a month, every other Friday). 
Visitors can stop in to rest and relax, even if they don't want to participate in the activities, and 
enjoy a 'welcome tea.'
The annex of the Bukchon Lounge serves as an event space for pop-up exhibitions held in 
collaboration with local artisans and groups. So, when visiting Bukchon, be sure to stop by the 
lounge!
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Preparing for 2024 in Seoul

The Sool Gallery
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- Address: 1F, 18, Bukchon-ro, Jongno-gu, Seoul
- Hours: 10:00‒19:00 (Closed on Mondays)

4.88 / 5

韩飞

“I gained a deeper understanding of the new tourism resources in Seoul that 
have emerged after COVID.”

Participant Reviews

Have you ever heard of The Sool Gallery, where you can 
learn about the taste, beauty, and cultural values of Korean 
traditional liquors? 
The Sool Gallery has different traditional liquors on display 
and available for purchase. The gallery also offers a 
“Liquor of the Month” experience program under a new 
theme each month as well as other activities for tourists.theme each month as well as other activities for tourists.
If you’re thinking about purchasing traditional liquor 
during your stay in Seoul, we highly recommend the liquor 
tasting program at The Sool Gallery!
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One-Day Cooking Class
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4.96 / 5

梁畅红

“The activities were interesting and I think they will appeal to the younger generation.”

Participant Reviews

With the growing, widespread popularity of Korean culture 
centered around K-Pop, people are also taking an interest 
in Korean cuisine. 
Even though it’s always great to visit a Korean restaurant 
for some delicious food, this class takes your culinary 
experience one step further by allowing you to prepare 
the dishes yourself. We highly recommend this one-day the dishes yourself. We highly recommend this one-day 
Korean cooking class if you have a genuine interest in 
Korean cuisine.
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3rd Fam Tour

Overview of Fam Tours With the Highest Satisfaction Rates

OraeGage Experience Program
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4.93 / 5

Ecenaz Cengiz

“I loved the traditional programs of OraeGage.”

Olive Choi

“I enjoyed gaining a better understanding about OraeGage. It was really 
great to experience the history of the long-standing stores and the tea culture.”

Participant Reviews

“OraeGage” is a project name collectively chosen by Seoul 
residents, signifying “the wish that these stores will last for 
a long time.”
We visited the Bukchon Traditional Crafts Center to explore 
Donglim Knot Workshop and Haneul Mulbit, both of which 
are long-standing shops offering traditional experience 
programs. We also spent time learning about different programs. We also spent time learning about different 
stores along Gaedong-gil and Insadong-gil that have been 
fixtures in the area for many years. 
Participants showed a high level of satisfaction with this 
tour course and enjoyed the experience of uncovering 
traditions hidden in overlooked old alleyways and trying 
their hand at traditional crafts. 

사진출처 : 서울관광재단(STO)

사진출처 : 서울관광재단(STO)

2nd Fam Tour

Overview of Fam Tours With the Highest Satisfaction Rates

Blue House
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- Address: 1, Cheongwa-daero, Jongno-gu, Seoul
- Hours: (Mar.‒Nov.) 9:00‒18:00 / (Dec.‒Feb.) 9:00‒17:30 
   (Closed on Tuesdays. *However, if a public holiday falls on a Tuesday, 
   the Blue House will open on that day but close the next day.)

4.87 / 5

Huang Yen Ti

“We Taiwanese tourists especially love experiencing Korean traditional 
culture and K-Pop events.”

Cai Li

“I enjoyed visiting classical tourist spots like the Blue House, 
Bukchon Hanok Village, and Gyeongdong Market.”

Participant Reviews

The Blue House, which once served as the office of the 
President, was opened to the public for the first time in 
May 2022. It has since become one of Seoul’s major 
tourists attractions and is highly sought by overseas 
visitors.
The Blue House is not only a Seoul landmark in terms of 
culture and tourism but also hosts various performances culture and tourism but also hosts various performances 
every month. We highly encourage you to check the 
Blue House’s official website before visiting for more 
information.

사진출처 : 서울관광재단(STO)

사진출처 : 서울관광재단(STO)

Gyeongdong Market 
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4.87 / 5

Huang Yen Ti

“At Gyeongdong Market, you can experience both Korean traditional culture 
while enjoying the beautiful interior of the Starbucks Gyeongdong 1960 store. 
I think tourists will be highly satisfied here.”

Alastair Donnelly

“Of all the places I visited during this fam tour, Gyeongdong 
Market was my favorite.”

Aidana Rakhmanova

“Gyeongdong Market was the most memorable place we visited, 
and I want to add it to my next tour as well.”

Participant Reviews

Gyeongdong Market, the largest traditional market in Seoul, 
is famous for having Korea’s biggest herbal medicine market. 
We visited this history and tradition-filled market that emerged 
as a new “hotspot” in the winter of 2022 with grand dreams of 
growing into a multifaceted cultural space.
Fam tour participants rated the market as highly satisfactory 
due to its blend of classic and modern elements, including the due to its blend of classic and modern elements, including the 
traditional market on the 1st floor and the Starbucks on the 
3rd and 4th floors. 사진출처 : 서울관광재단(STO)

1st Fam Tour

Overview of Fam Tours With the Highest Satisfaction Rates

After a busy year that’s left our heads spinning, we now have less than a month left in 2023. 
How has your year been? 

As 2023 draws to a close, let’s take a moment to reflect on the past year and prepare 
for the upcoming one! 

We’ve put together this special “2023 Year-End Review” to look back on the experiences 
we’ve shared with you throughout the year! 

We oWe organized three fam tours this year and wanted to share the tour programs with the highest 
satisfaction rates and give you a sneak peek into our plans for Seoul next year. 

2023 Year-End Review
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